HLA class II sequence-based typing in normal Saudi individuals.
We have adopted a system that combines low resolution PCR-SSP followed by sequence-based typing (SBT) to analyze HLA-DRB1, -DPB1 and -DQB1 alleles in the Saudi population. The SBT method was used to identify HLA class II alleles in Saudis for the first time. Nineteen HLA-DRB1 alleles in currently recognized subtypes of the DRB locus were detected. DR1 and DR9 were not encountered. SBT did not detect diversity within the DR7 and DR10 alleles. Sixteen HLA-DQB1 and 10 HLA-DPB1 alleles were identified. This study represents the first molecular report on the HLA class II allele frequency in the population of Saudi Arabia.